
Creativity in 5 to 
50 Minutes 

Updated Activities 
for 2015-2016

Please grab a 
piece of paper 
and two 
colored 
pencils when 
you come in.  



Logo Problem of the Day

Imagine that a 
company is using this 
image for their logo.  
Describe their product 
or service.



Logo Problem of the Day

Turn to a 
neighbor and 
discuss what you 
chose and why.



Why 
Creativity?
Why should I include it in my 
curriculum?

How do I support it as vital to my 
administrator and other 
stakeholders?
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Why Creativity Included 
Instead of Only Topic 
Study?

“Brains on Fire: The 
Multinodality of Gifted 
Brains” by John 
Hopkins University 
School of Education

“Because of their combination of enhanced 
sensitivity and memory, these kids are like 
‘cognitive flypaper’ in that they grab and hold 
onto ideas and information much more avidly 
than their peers. Too often this facility for 
acquiring information has been interpreted as a 
sign that gifted education should consist of "filling 
up their brains" with vast quantities of 
information. However, the exact opposite is true. 
Because gifted students are able with 
significantly less effort to acquire the standard 
knowledge base, information acquisition should 
actually be given less space in the curriculum 
rather than more. Rather than simply acquiring 
more facts, these students should use their extra 
time learning how to think like experts. They are 
already information wealthy--they do not need a 
greater largesse of facts. What they need is to 
learn what to do with what they already have.”



Discuss
It might look like fun, so it needs 
to be explained and experienced 
by administrators.

● Invite them into your 
classroom.  

● Explain the process and 
expected outcome.

● The students also need to be 
part of this process.

It’s not 
about the 

fun.



Justification

1. Learning to experiment/fail/rework or 
experiment/succeed/still rework to improve. This builds 
resiliency in problem solving.
2. Experiencing that there is not always one right solution.
3. Partner and team work.
4. Activities can build on perspective building.  Taking another 

person’s perspective is developmental.
(Ted Talk--”The Mysterious Workings of the Adolescent Brain”)
5. Practicing idea development.
 

Skills 
Learned/Strengthened 
with Creativity Activities



Failure
When I design my 
activities, I consider 
that I want my students 
to fail...



Failure

Then I want them to 
pick themselves up and 
try again.



Perspective/Teamwork Activity--Giving Directions--Cotton 
Balls in Cups

Materials:

Plastic Solo Cups

Cotton balls

Blindfolds--we used paper 
towels and rubber bands



Cotton Balls in Cups
Goal: To have the 
blindfolded student 
place all  10 cotton balls 
in their red plastic cup 
without knocking over 
the cup or any of the 
obstacles.
  



Debriefing
After the activity 
discussion:
What skills did you 
learn/strengthen doing 
this activity?
Why do you think I had 
you sit across the table 
from your partner? 
  



Perspective Taking Artwork

Materials:

Paper

Colored Pencils



Perspective 
Taking 
Artwork

1. You will need your 
paper, the 2 colored 
pencils, and 
something to write on.

2. Find a partner. 
3. Sit shoulder to 

shoulder facing away 
from each other.



Perspective 
Taking 
Artwork

4.  Once you are seated 
with your partner, draw 
a simple image on your 
paper using both colored 
pencils to complete the 
image.
5. Label your image with 
an “O.”



Perspective 
Taking 
Artwork

5.  Switch colored pencils 
with your partner.  
6.  The task now is to 
have each partner 
verbally give 
instructions to duplicate 
their image.  Label the 
duplicated image “D.”



Perspective 
Taking 
Artwork

7. Once both have 
finished, share your 
duplicated images.  
8.  Analyze and evaluate 
your images for their 
accuracy.
9. Discuss what 
directions could have 
made this more accurate.



Perspective 
Taking 
Artwork

Can you imagine 
situations in the work 
world where the skills 
you practiced today 
could be useful?

What would those be?



Create a Creativity Closet

Using free and cheap 
items allows for failure 
and correction.

Free Items

Messed up copies

Newspaper

Toilet Paper Rolls

Magazines

Cheap Items

Index Cards

Cardstock paper

Paper towels

String

Markers--black and red

tape--different types

stickers

chalk

Post It Notes

Popsicle Sticks

Colored pencils

Modeling Clay



“Imagination is more important than 
knowledge.  For knowledge is limited to all we 
now know and understand, while imagination 
embraces the entire world, and all there ever 

will be to know and understand.”

Albert Einstein



If I had to live my life as 
a cartoon character, I 

would be....

What would students get from a silly question like this?



Visual 
Models
“Creating visual models is another aspect of 
effectively creating and understanding 
patterns...when information is presented 
both verbal and visual cues, the information 
is dually coded in the learner’s brain.”

Marzano and Hefleboweron Sadoski and 
Paivio (2001), page 21, Teaching and 
Assessing 21st Century Skills.



Choose 1 of the 2 options

Breakfast

Create an 
informational 
graphic to describe 
your breakfast this 
morning.

Morning Routine

Create an 
informational 
graphic to explain 
your morning 
routine.

Create an informational 
graphic for one of the 
following options. 



In Conclusion
Creativity truly spans all 
subjects and to help our 
students be life successful.  

Peggy Pennington

Nevada R-5 Schools

ppennington@penningtonweb.net


